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The Festive Season is over, we have survived the decimation of our walks programme 
because of snow and hopefully we can now get back to some serious walking, perhaps 
with the help of water wings. I have delayed bringing out this latest edition of The 
Gloucestershire Rambler mainly because there has not been much going on but also 
so that I could include the latest Area Council Meeting.
Richard Davis, Area Chairman
Tel: 01453 762373  Email: richard@riana.plus.com

Area Council
A meeting of Area Council was held on the 30th January. Delegates to General 
Council are now confirmed as Richard Davis and Jill Byrne with Sheila Constable 
and Ray Chaney attending as visitors. Council agreed for the Treasurer to set up 
electronic banking for the Area to cover internal transfers to groups. Attention was 
drawn to further declining membership, in line with national trends, and it was agreed 
that recruitment of new members and retention of existing ones was still a priority.

The Publicity Officer announced his intention to call a meeting of group publicity 
officers to discuss publicity. He would also extend this meeting to Webmasters and 
other officers who might be interested. 

On the footpath side the Area Footpath Secretary confirmed that action was to be 
taken against a landowner in Gretton Fields who had severely restricted the width of a 
footpath with a chain link fence. Council were also given details of a workshop on 
map reading, which had been run by Richard Holmes of Cirencester Group.

The date for the Area AGM was set for the 7th December with Mid Glos hosting. 
Further Area Council meetings were arranged for the 10th April, 10th July and the 23rd 

October.

National Trails
Natural England have announced that Ramblers have failed in their bid for 
involvement in the running of National Trails. Full details of the reasons for its 
rejection can be found on the Natural England website but briefly it would appear that 
the Ramblers ideas went a little further than Natural England wanted, They see their 
own role continuing in terms of setting standards, evidence gathering, channelling 
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funding and acting as national Champion. They have confirmed that they will 
continue to talk to anyone who wants to help or has creative ideas of how they can 
make the National Trails experience in England better. Meanwhile responsibility for 
the promotion of National Trails has been given to Walk England. Full details of them 
and their involvement can be found on their website.

Forest sell off
Following the report from the independent panel the Government have announced 
their revised plan for the future of woodland in England. There will now be no sell 
offs and, in fact the plans include a 12% increase in woods, an area roughly 
equivalent to the size of Oxfordshire. Ramblers have also welcomed the fact that the 
Government share our aspiration for every person to be able to enjoy woodland close 
to where they live and go on to say that Ramblers campaigners have worked hard for 
two years to influence the Government’s plans so this is an achievement we can all be 
proud of. However we will still need to work closely with central and local 
government to make sure these aspirations become a reality. We’ll also push local 
authorities to put plans in place to improve footpaths and access to woodland and then 
set about implementing them. 

Ramblers new website
The new website is now up and running and hopefully everybody has had a look at it. 
There is a form in the volunteer zone, which enables you to provide feedback, so if 
you have any comments please let them know what you think. The website has been 
given a four star review by Web User magazine. An interesting feature of the website 
is the publication of the Board of Trustees Meeting minutes, giving details of the 
discussions which are taking place in the running of our organisation.

Volunteer Awards
Volunteer Awards are again being given at General Council to recognise groups and 
areas which have made outstanding contributions to help make Britain better for 
walkers. There are 12 categories ranging from practical path work, putting on an 
interesting walks programme and achieving positive media coverage. All 12 
categories can be found on the website in the Volunteer Zone. If you think that your 
group or area deserves to be recognised, or you have been inspired by another area or 
group, nominate them online before 4th March 2013.

Area News
Some of you may already have received the latest Area News and will have noticed 
that we have a new editor. Thanks to Angela Marks for stepping in to get this edition 
in print.

Post Script
Subscribers to Ramblers Net will have seen a posting pointing out that the 10th 

February marks the 10th anniversary of the Ramblers victory in the famous 
Hoogstraten footpath case, an important milestone in the history of Ramblers, which 
resulted in a jump in membership.
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